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GEAR UP & Boys and Girls Club Summer Academy
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Pittsburgh Steelers. During his remarks Mr. Polamalu urged the young a4
ence to always remember where they come from and to never forget that
represent their country and their culture. He reminded kids about the opp
nities that are available to them, if they choose the right path and stay in
school. Troy was grateful to visit American Samoa and give a little of whai f
has learned as a professional athlete to the young students of the territofigs

%, Special points of interest:

# 1 Coach Jones and Troy
Polamalu speaks to Summer
Academy

ence

June JoneDuring his keynote speech to BGCAS/GUAS youth participants,
Southern Methodist University Head Coach June Jones emphasized four ipfge2d NFL Athletes visit Sumy
tant rules that were taught to him as a young child: 1) Always tell the truth; 2 er Academy

Never steal, 3) Do not cheat and 4) Choose good friends. He stressed thatlhg-"> Provees Fraessions!
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these rules in your life will help you build good character. Good character, Tha:';zg:‘s' Summer Academy
ered by the desire to succeed in school, will help you achieve anything in |

AyOf dzRAY I LI FeAy3I Ay G(GKS bC[é &l A
for the Atlanta Falcons and was nationally named Coach Of The Year 19
three time Regional Coach Of The Year while at the University of Hawaii.

% %UQS Student Incentive Pro-
gram

First Lady Mary Ann Tulafono presents at the
NCCEP GEAR UP Conference

First Lady Mary Ann Tulafono and
Director Tupua Roy Fua led a delegation
representing American Samoa to the 2011
National GEAR UP Conference hosted by
the National Council on Community and
Educational Partnerships (NCCEP) GEAR
UP Programs in San Francisco, California
July 2011.

Ameri can Samoads
gram was invited to provide a presentation
featuring its partnership with the Boys &
Girls Clubs of American Samoa (BGCAS) and how it will help GEAR UP sustain its programs and services in the
munity. Entering its final year of implementation, GEAR UP has documented over five years of lessons learned

hood of underage drinking, teenage pregnancy, juvenile delinquency, school dropout and violence in any commt

munity College.

As a benefit to the BGCAS, the GEAR UP project provides instructional and technical staff to provide me
training, tutoring, teaching strategies and professional development for all staff working directly with youth. Addit
ally, GEAR UP provides access to educational technology currently available to GEAR UP cohort schools as we
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working with students and teachers to improve academic achievement and better prepare students for college enrolim
The presentation highlighted the prevention science outlining risks and protective factors that increase the likel

nity.

Mrs. Tulafono underscored the high rates of academic failure beginning in late elementary school and lack of commit-
ment to school as the impetus for the partnership between the TAITAITAMA, BGCAS and the American Samoa Com-

ntor
ion-
| as

\using the MarkBook electronic grade book to track student performance in real time. Y,




